)u-ﬂlnmy‘ﬂ the high  Poland’s firefighting volun-
‘ (ﬂm an diémwho!ﬂm
tance NPWS Mick
source, with volunteer fire- noted some of the
agua- in Poland joining restoration are being
with Australia’s Polish com-  completed by NPWS staff that
munity to raise more than had fought last -ummcfs nm
QHOM “Working on such
The money will be spent an important pm the hanl
helping specics P
with % the bul also rnrnur
restoration of their habitat de-  mental wellbeing,” he wrote.
by fire. “Knowing that we are being
On the initiative of volunteer  helped by a gift from the heart
firefighters from Por ba of Polish firefighters touches
in southern and connects us all.”
Poland, 420 H000PLN Mir Pettit noted that the KNP
($144,000) was collected for is one of the country’s most
the restoration of the park, 33 imponant natural areas and
cent of which was burned  that more than 220,000
it summer, threatening hectares was burned in last
many unique and previously year’s fire.
endangered species with ex- Areas of eucalypt wood-

The funds were symbolically
handed over to the Australian
Ambassador to Poland, Lloyd
Brodrick, at a ceremony on
February 13 in the presence of
the President of the Republic
of Poland Andrzej Duda. Addi-
tional funds for the

lands, montane (5, tree-
less plains and wetlands were
hit hard, while viarious huts
and heritage buildings, like the
Kiandra Courthouse, were de-
stroyed - “places that told the
story of how people adapted
1o remote locations and

ated bushcraft skills”,

of Kosciuszko Park were also
transferred by the Polish com-
munity in Australia.

Last Friday, a joint field trip
10 the Kosciuszko National
Park took place with the par-
ticipation of Michat
Kotodziejski - Ambassador of
Poland 1o Australia, Mick Pet-
titt - Director of Southern
Ranges Branch, NSW National
Parks and Wildlife Service and
David Pumphrey - Director of
the National Parks and Wildlife
Foundation and Chair of the

Projects Committee.

They visited the areas where
the ongoing recovery works
are funded by Polish dona-
tons. In a letter thanking

he wrote.

He said the money would be
used surveying damage to
montane peatlands, prevent-
ing soil erosion to burnt slopes
and planting flora only found
in the Australian alps, an im-
portant food source for ani-
mals such as the Mountain

gmy Possum.

The Polish funds helped re-
covery operations begin
quickly, with the assistance in
transferring the money offered
by the Foundation for Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife
(FNPW).

But the full recovery process
will have many distinctive

The dominant trees found in
Kosciuszko National Park are
Eucalyptus pauciflora (Snow
Gum tree) which, compared to
other lowland subspecies, do
not regenerate after being
caught by fire. Until new trees
have grown, the situation of
the animals inhabiting the
area remains uncertain,

Kosciuszko National Park
with Mount Kosciuszko, the
tallest mountain peak in
mainland Australia, is of par-
ticular importance to Poles
and the Polish community in
Australia, and has a symbolic
role in the history of Polish-
Australian relations.

181 years ago, Polish ex-
plorer and traveller Pawet Strz-
elecki climbed the mountain
and named it after the Polish
al hero.

phases hed over di

TUMBARUMBA TIMES: Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Above: Replanting unique flora.
Below: Representatives of the Polish embassy with National Parks and Wildlife
staf.
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