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WARSAW
UPRISING

The Prudential building hit with a shell fired from the German heavy mortar “Karl’, 28 A,ugus:a 194%.“

Photograph: Sylwester Braun/Warsaw Rising Museum collection;
colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek
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In view of the Red Army’s crc;ssing the

pre-war Polish-Soviet border in Janu- }
ary 1944, as part of its advance to the
West the Home Army launched Opera-
tion“Tempest”.

Its objective was to carry out sabotage
\an in the rear of German troops, and -

Aenever possible - to liberate Polish
ritory by the Home Army so that the
riving Soviets would be met by free
oles - the hosts of their own country,
who recognized the authority of t
Polish Government in Exile, th
Polish authority dating back to
Another objective was tc-ect
wPolish population from the barba
the r&féating German troops a

- Soldiers of the 27th Home Army Infantry Division

Photograph: Public domain; colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek

to can ps in Siberia or forC|ny duct-

ed |nto the communist army. ,
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h Home Army In
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strow Lubelsk
Photograph: KSI;
colorization: Mlk‘;laj Kaczmarek
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land, | stand here as
itary commander) in or-

nt to cooperate with the Soviet armed forces that
olish term*b?y in mllltary operations agamsr the common enemy.

) .,_ 1__:..1: x B
ek
i

(From the resolution of the Goyernment of the Republic of quar}d text of statement to be
_delivered by local Home Arn’ly commanders upon encountermg regular Soviet troops as Sl
pért of Operatlon "Tempest A

4

Wola, concentration of the “Fist” Battalion at the
Evangelical cemetery before the “W” hour.
Photograph: Stefan Baluk/Warsaw Uprising Muse-
um collection;

colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek

On 31 July 1944, news came in that
the Soviet troops had broken through
the German defenses on the eastern
outskirts of Warsaw.

|

Thus, the Commander of the Home
Army Gen. Tadeusz Komorowski,

“Bor” gave the order to start Opera-
tion“Tempest”inWarsaw, atW hour,
on 1 August 1944, at 17.00.

. o)

a few Days, before the Soviets ar-
rlved The Government Delegatef's-

Polish authorities could then cov-h-ﬁ

LY

F

er Warsaw with civilian administra- ”_

tion. The Uprising leaders saw it as
the last chance for Poland to regain
independence in the last months of
the war.

Warsaw children joined the fighting. They were
runners, guides in the sewers, destroyed German
tanks with Molotov cocktails, and fought on the
barricades, arm-in-hand.

Photograph: Warsaw Rising Museum collection;
colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek
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Cf. Wieslaw Chrzanowski, “Saper”, “Gustaw” Battalion, on a balcon Wilcza Street 16, Warsaw Center.
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Photograph: Public domain; colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek




s of “Anna” Company, ”Gustavsi” Battahon in

ins on Krélewska Street in Northern Center. -

Aim ng'submachine gun “Lightning” is Corporal ‘ ! !
H‘eusz Przybylowski pseudonym “Roma’; holding ‘
lish pistol VIS, 2nd Lt. Henryk Ozarek pseud-
Mym “Henio’, kneeling. g
Photograph Wieslaw ChrzanoWsklNVarsaw Upris-
ng Museum collection; |
é‘ol'orizatioﬁ?Mikoiaj Kaczmarek
i
| "
In the early days of the fighting, the
Insurgents succeeded in seizing most
of the Center, built-up parts of Wola

and Zoliborz, aswellas smallenclaves
in Ochota and Mokotéw.

A ong others, they captured the Pru-
ntial building (the tallest building
Win Poland at that time, and second
\jurope) in Napoleon Square (Now
led the Warsaw Uprising Square).

They also captured the power station
5 g in Powisle, large German storage de-
ol pots full of food and uniforms in Staw-
e ki St., and on 20 August - the building

| ‘ of the Polish Telephone Joint-stock

: L O [ "“Company, PAST.
‘&, | The city was under Polish civilian ad-
il ministration, primarily the Govern-
% ment Delegate’s Office that represent-
[ * ed that represented the legal Polish

government in exile in London.

POLACY!

wyzwolenie stolicy rozpoczetal

-- Wicepremier Rzqdu Rzeczypospolite] i

dy Jednoici Narodowej w porozumieniv z
Krajowej zdecydowali wysiqpienie zbrojne w

Ii z okupantem przyniosly nam wielkie sukcesy

S ait siolicyyawalotcaled:
ach Polakéw entuziazm dla
i powodzenie.

z pomocq wal~
ali sie kierow-
oddajac do jego dyspozycii
dyscypl ing moralng | wysokq

kcdq napotkamy jeszcae na

pelnego wyzwolenia. Ale zespolone

ego Nerodo Polski iego, podporzqdkowane

Re qdowi Polskiemu w e, Krajowej Radzie
wlDowod cy Armii Krajowe] przezwycictq

ﬁ‘ du pracujgcego -- chlopéw, robotnikéw i

nteligencii walezqg o POLSKE Demokratyczna,

‘ L FOLSB(E sprawiedliwesci spolecznej, POLSKE ludzi

' NIECH ZYJE POISKA NIEPODLEGEA

' INSTITUTE Ol‘ An insurgent armed with the “Lighting” submachine gun takes captive a qfrman
> "/\\ S NATIONAL : r ‘u:!i__a tenemnet yard on Zielna Street 34 in Northern Center. | i
LSS REMEMBRANCE kground: POWs from the PAST crew. L

’ ® : Eugeniusz Lokajski/Warsaw Rising Museum collection; ¢ b b}f.. Proclamation ofthe Uprising authorities of 3 August 1944.

: Mikotaj Kaczmarek
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In July 1943, in the ruins of the Warsaw

ghetto the Germans set up a concentra-

tion camp - Konzentrationslager War-

= schau. Citizens of Warsaw colloquially

. called “Gesiowka” (from Gesia Street,

k along which the ‘camp walls ran). The

_ge_.rmans killed there around 10,000
Poles, and some 10,000 Jews.

5 August 1944, soldiers of the
“Zoska” Battalion of the
Home Army liber he camp, us-
ing the cap red Germ any‘Panther”

tank, which they branded “Magda”. . “Gesiowka’inmates with theirliberators.
Photograph: Juliusz B. Deczkowskllpubllc domau:i

colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek e " 4

348 Jews were freed, with some joining'
the ranks of the fighters. After capturing
Warsaw in 1945, the Soviets detained in
“Gesiowka”, in horrific conditidFt‘., and
murdered members of the pro-incgpen-
dence underground, including J‘?me
" ¥,
Army soldiers. .
o [ 4 #-

A

“Zoska"” Battalion soldiers on 5 August 1944 in the liberat-
ed the “Gesiéwka” concentration camp. Standing from the
right: Tadeusz Milewski - “Cwik”, Juliusz Bogdan Deczkow-
ski - “Laudanski’, and Wojciech Omyla - “Wojtek”. "Cwik”
d|!d the same day, “Wojtek” - three days later. “Laudanski’,
though wounded survived the Uprising.

Photograph: public domain; “Magda” tank captured by the fighters, one of the -

Cejisption: Mikotaj Kaczmarek chief protagonists of “Gesiowka” liberation. Together . K
with another tank, Marked “WP” was used by the au- .
tonomous “Wacek” armored platoon, an elementof P
the “Zoska” Home Army Battalion.

|

Photograph: Juliusz B. Deczkowski/public domain; - " ;-

INSTITUTE OF colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek : b




Enormous 124-ton German
“Karl” mortar 600 mm, firing

on Warsaw, shells that weighed
2.2 tons. The shell crater was 5
meters deep and 15 meters in
diameter.

_ Photograph: Public domain;

Cy e ' . colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek
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© CRIMES

Every inhabitant is to be killed, take no prisoners.
Warsaw is to be levelled |...]

(Adolf Hitler upon hearing the Uprising began)

_

0 suppress the Uprising Hitler de-
loyed around 50,000 troops, with

rmor, heavy artillery, n. saswell. On 5-7 August 1944, in Wola
The troops included

and Oclqithe GeFmans and theirallies
Russians, Belarusians, U committed acts of mass genocide, mur-
Azerbaijanis. Throughout the Upris- dering around 50,000 inhabitants.
ing the Nazis treated the citizens of

hlessly and with utmost cru-
ey murdered defenseless civil-

INSTITUTE OF

NATIONAL
REMEMBRANCE Victims of German atrocities in Marszalkowska Street 111.

Photograph: public domain; colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek

One of the most ruthless criminal
German formations in Warsaw
was the SS brigade commanded
by Oskar Dirlewanger, made up
of murderers, thieves and other

criminals. In the picture: Dirle-
wanger’s bandits in Focha Street,
Warsaw.

Photograph: Public domain;
colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek
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athe o
e were losing
ext one hundred meters was

dies, somewere clutching at our

legs o hgé Eventually, we reached

 the first barricade. We were almost up

to our heads in the water, but we made

it.

1 (§érgeang Cadet Jerzy Zapadko pseudonym “Mir-
ski’, “Parasol” Home Army Battalion)

THE SEWERS

The sewers came to symbolize the
Warsaw Uprising. Initially, They were
used by the fighters for communica-
tion between city districts separated
by the Germans. In the second stage
of the Uprising, they were the only
evacuation route for soldiers and
civilians. Wandering underground
took place in horrific conditions: in
the dark, stench and streams of sew-
age. Germans threw in grenades and
poured burning gasoline. Many War-
saw dwellers died there. The survi-
vors recall the sewers as the most
traumatic episode of the Uprising.

INSTITUTE OF
NATIONAL
REMEMBRANCE

ndless hell: we climbed Bhdippery [ —

-

& Photograph: Artur “Nietoperz” Gaca

Day, in two executions, the Germans murdered

One of the sewers used during the Uprising ran under Karowa Str!t in the City Center. Contemporary photograph.

‘into Germa

captured Home Army soldiers who were getting ol
sewers. Photograph: Bundesarchiv CC-BY-3.0;
colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek : )
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AIR DROPS

The only real help for the fight-
ers was the air drops in containers
on parachutes by allied aircraft tak-
ing off from bases in southern Italy
and Great Britain. The flights were
extremely exhausting, difficult and
dangerous for the airmen from Po-
land, the USA and from the British
Empire. At least 220 lost their life.
Nevertheless, during the Uprising,
306 allied aircraft dropped on the
fighting city 159 tons of weaponry,

medicines and provisions. It was
airfield at Cam
‘ (sitting) from the ish 1

a blood in the ocean, but any kind
of help was precious for the Varso-

%. I

l'. - -p ' ‘- i _J‘F
ear Brindisi in southern Italy. B-24 leerator GR-S ngomb igni Szostak

. . Special Squadron, brl_n_g__nig help to the fighting Wars ;’ leg.usu 944, having dropped its
vians, and it also had an enormous delivery, the aircraft was shot down by the Germans near Bochnia. All the crew perished. A copy of this aircraft with certain orig-
moral importance. The Soviet air inal part installed is displayed in the Warsaw R|smm-m - L e - L
force also tried to supply Warsaw Photograph: Warsaw Rising nggummjledbn, Eolormtlmlkoiaj Kaczmarek r >

by air but the cases with weapons, e
without parachutes crashe_c.ilﬁn'm-
}act with the ground.
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AGUE

or you, O scarlet plague
m the Black Death:

[}

anged and

you kne at

e wish you'd peris

How we shake your hand from impotence,
Seeking aid from a criminal.

If only you knew how much it hurts,

For us, the children of a free and sacred country
To fix the shackles of your cursed mercy

That reeks of the yoke of ancient slavery.

>\ INSTITUTE OF
i NATIONAL
REMEMBRANCE

If only you knew, O hangman of our forebears
And grim legend of Siberian jails

How everyone here will curse your kindness —
And all of us Slavs, all your kin.

Your victorious scarlet army

Has stopped beneath Warsaw’s fiery clouds
And like a vulture with a carcass sates itself
Onahandful of madmen, who are dying on the
ruins.

We await you, not for us soldiers
Or for our thousands of wounded.

[ =
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In view of the tragic situation of the ci-
“vilian population and no hope for out-
side help, In the evening of 2 October, at
o aréw Mazowiecki, cessation of hostili-
e _éfs' in Warsaw was ﬂgned The Germans
Agreed to recognize the combatant sta- ©
m Of Home Army soldlers, and refralrf
- from applylng coIIectwe responsibility
~ on the civilian populatlon Warsaw in-

hablt a _'ts were to bg rgsettled entitled

to take movable propeuy, such as valu-

ables The occupiers committed them-

selves to leave untouched the remaining
public and private property, particularly

Flag with bullet holes on the roof of the Tour-
ist Home on Starynkiewicza Square in the last
_ of the Uprising.

?HdtOQraph: Zygmunt Walkows_}ki's collection;
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ass-scale
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ns

at the insurgent army, which they were un-
able to beat for sixty-three days which de-
stroyed plenty itanks and caused
enormouslosses,andnowmarchedinlock-
step proudly, as ifthey had won | heard one
of them say aloud to his men: Stolze Polen
(proud Poles).

(Andrzej Janicki pseudonym “Zulinski’; platoon lead-
er,"Warszawianka” Company Home Army “Chrobry II”

Group).
The fighters awaiting marching orders
into captivity
INSTITUTE OF . : After the inhabitants were driven out, the Germans methodically
' NATIONAL 4 October 1944, Sniadeckich Street,

plundered, burned and blew up, apartment by apartment, house

REMEMBRANCE Shlseer 3 _ B house...
Photograph: Edward Wojciechowski
Photograph: Bundesarchiv. CC-BY-3.0;

colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek

Warsaw Rising Museum collection;
Colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek



Under commﬂgt rule, qherlshlng the
memory of arsaw Uprlsmg was
a form of so gsistance against the
regime Installed by the Soviets. Un-
derground g’ub[h!atlons ‘were |ssued
postcards, leaflets, stamps, anniversa-
ries of the heroic uprising of 1944 were
celebrated. 36 years later, the ideals of
the fighters were embraced by a new
generation of kglges, who in August
1980 created the Solidarity movement,
choosing non-Mﬁln '&»elr fightfor
freedom. .
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Underground stamps of SQIldarlty Post
-.;’hotog raph: KARTA ; o4

It is impossit
Photograph: PAP o}PoIa d, L ;} 3
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—-"‘-h the agc hich it was Ebandonedab,( t@g al-

" lied powe 2 | a un{cj under itsiow. rut@;g..

- —ifitis noi e 1der tho,se same ruins there

- was also the statue / }or with his cross that is in_

front of the ch at Kral \’ m"Esc:e Itis lmpqssimE

to understand' t ’ ‘ )m Stanislaus in Skalka

to Maximilian Kolbe atOswie: _ applyto themthat
same single fundamenta I ed Jesus efmst

1 August 2005 on Powazkowski Cemetery, W

Pope John Paul Il on Zwyciestwa Square

(Fragment homilii papieza Jan w{a \' gto J czerwcaﬂy Warsaw, 2 June 1979.

w Warszawie, podczas jego plerwszej do ojcz Photograph: PAP
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 THEPOUSHSIE. "“"*a-IHE GERMAN SmE |

AROUND 18 000

KLLED SOLDERS |
f&mmus

 OMUANSEXLEDRORMARSHN.
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e Warsa.\’ Uprlsmg of 1944 is.one of the m
ant events in Polish history. In view of the hp an losses
suffered by the Poles the decision to start fighting re-

“mains a point of delpqt_e x heated pol'er'r_}i J
The Polish side The Ger side:

. R B O .' -".'-.;.-‘ w A
F i - e R i |
bl gy W P O e ™ e o Sl R R TR L L s ’ 3 i
[ " ; L "
; " el r
s Rmi!I th Royal Caq_t,le |n \EY? lown up after the fall of the Uprising 7
by t nans. In the for ent of King und column
s ®Ph rqphﬁ arcin Wolagl icz/ public domain; i

col H’Eionl: ‘ i arek i

g

H
|i'
A\ VA 5 *,. Warsaw 1946. Bottom right: the tallest building in pre-war Poland - Prudential.
E 5 N f Photograph: NAC/ public domain; colorization:l\/likolaj Kaczmarek
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